
Green Building Policy 
Update

Sept 15, 2025

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA



1. Background & Timeline

2. Energy Use Intensity (EUI)

3. Renewable Energy

4. Electrification

5. Other

6. Legal Considerations

7. Questions

Agenda



Background & 
Timeline

March 2024: Advisory Group 
Established May – July 2024: PNNL June 2024: Cadmus Hired

Initial Staff 
Recommendation Released 

& Public Comment Period 
Begins

June 1: Public Comment 
Period Ends

June 3, 2025: GBP-Specific 
Meeting with NAIOP

June 18, 2025: NAIOP 
Meeting

July 16, 2025: NAIOP 
Meeting

July – August 2025: DC BEPS 
Data Review

July – August 2025: 
Additional Modeling & 

Revised Renewable Energy 
Cost Estimates

Sept 2025: Final Staff Recommendation



EUI

1. What did we hear?
1. Staff’s initial recommendations were too high and too low.
2. Multifamily model isn’t what ALX builds.

2. How did we review or respond?
1. Conducted additional multi-unit residential modeling,
2. Reviewed DC BEPS data

3. Conclusion

Multi Unit Residential
Packages

EUI 
(Lower = 
Less Energy)

Percent 
Reduction from 
Baseline

Cost Estimate of Measure Package: $/ 
sq ft
(Percentage Cost Increase over 
Baseline)

Baseline 42.00 0% - *

Good 38.50 8% $3.37 (1%)

Better 35.70 15% $12.68 (3.6%)

Best 30.98 26% $14.96 (4.27%)



Renewable Energy

1. What did we hear?
1. Initial cost estimates are inaccurate.
2. What about tall buildings with small footprints?

2. How did we review or respond?
1. Redid cost estimates.
2. Reviewed $/Unit for renewable energy current 

development projects realize.

3. Conclusion
1. Create a Clean Energy Fund
2. Limit RE expenses at $150k



Electrification

1. What did we hear?
1. Gas is important for commercial kitchens, generators, and sometimes 

ventilation.

2. How did we review or respond?

3. Conclusion
1. Maintain current requirements with flexibility in cases where climate 

benefits can be demonstrated over an all-electric system.

Building Type Current Frequent 
Flexibility Requests

Policy Update: 
Prohibited Combustion 
Uses

Multi Unit Residential Ventilation (DOAS) DOAS
Untimed/Uncontrolled 
Amenities (Fireplaces or 
grills)

Single Unit Residential Gas cooktops Gas cooktops
Fireplaces

Hotels Ventilation (DOAS)
Centralized Domestic Hot 
Water
Commercial Laundry

DOAS
Untimed/Uncontrolled 
Amenities (Fireplaces or 
grills)

► Current Standard Conditions:
► Building is electric with flexibility for amenity uses (grills, 

fireplaces, etc.) with timers
► Retail and generator uses permitted

► Note: Update would permit commercial kitchens and 
emergency generators



Other Changes

1. Certification Options
1. Added LEED Zero

2. Clarified “EV Charger-Ready”

3. Removed “Interim Uses” from Option 4

4. Public Projects
1. Permits off-site renewable energy for Net Zero Energy requirement



Questions
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